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1982 CHRISTMAS COUNT
One hundred and one species (thirteen more than last year) were reported in the 1982
Christmas Count, and one species (the same as last year) was reported present during the count
period but not recorded on the count day on any count. Eight localities reported this year, one
more than last year, Kearney being the addition. Two additional races (Flickers were not shown
on the tabulation) were reported, the same as last year, and one hybrid was reported this year,
with none last year. Sixteen species were reported on all of the counts, compared to nineteen
last year. The total individual count this year was 302,646, compared to 64,054. The Snow Goose
count accounted for about 190,000 of the difference, and the Mallard count for almost 50,000.
The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the
northernmost of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol "H" is used to indicate a
species present during the count week but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were
underlined in the report are underlined in the tabulation, and those marked "low" are overlined.
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 19 December, the count circle centered on the Refuge
headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the Refuge,
Wilson Island, Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 feet; habitat coverage: cultivated fields 40%,
woodland 40%, water areas 15%, residental5%, 5:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.; A.M. mostly clear, P.M.
partly cloudy, 24° to 46°F.; wind east 5 to 15 mph; no snow cover; fresh water mostly frozen; wild
food crop poor. Twenty-nine observers, 28 in 7 parties, 1 at feeders. Total party-hours 55.75
(21.25 on foot, 34.5 by car) plus 2 at feeders, 40wling; total party miles 401 (25 on foot, 376 by car)
plus 15 miles owling. Herman Badberg, Leola Badberg, Scott Baumfalk, Marjorie Birkmann,
Tanya Bray, Jim Conway, Charlie Frisk, Allen Grennon, Betty Grenon, Lori Hahn, Kris
Hoffman, Thomas Hoffman, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovand, Carey Martin, Dave Menke
(compiler), Brad Montgomery, Steve Moorman, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Neal
Ratzlaff, Lisa Shafer, Ross Silcock, Rick Sojda, Bob Starr, Eric Volden, Tom Walker, Barb
Wilson, Jeff Witt. The lone Bobwhite was the lowest count for any of the 6 counts made so far,
and the Mourning Dove figure was the highest for any count. Greater Scaup, Ruddy Duck,
Hooded Merganser, and Red-breasted Nuthatch were recorded for the first time on a count, and
Common Redpolls for the first time since the first count (1977). The Snow Geese were reported
as 37,531 white form and 29,489 blue form.
Grand Island, 19 December; elevation around 1860 feet; clear, 52°, wind south 5 to 8 mph; no
snow cover. Eleven observers. Total party hours 26 (5 on foot, 21 by car); total party miles 244 (7
on foot, 237 by car). Vera Coons, Dennis Grundman, Thomas Labedz, Gary Lingle (compiler),
Bee Mellin, Jim Meyer, Gene and June Miller, Roland and Lou Reynolds, Bill Whitney.
Kearney, 31 December, a 15-mile diameter circle centered at the bridge over the Platte River
south of Kearney, including Kearney Cemetery, Harmon park, Cottonmill Lake Park, Odessa
bridge, Fort Kearney State Historical Park, Kearney County Recreation Area, Hike-Bike Trail,
Fawn Lake area, and connecting streets and roads; habitat coverage; parks and cemetery 40%,
river bottomlands 30%, roadsides 30%, 8:00 A.M. to 12 noon, 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.; sunny, 8° to
300 F., wind 7 mph or less; ground covered with about 10 inches of snow which fell 27 December,
and which was much drifted; river completely frozen in the Kearney area but wide open at
Odessa. Twenty observers in 1 party, total party miles 61.5 (2.5 on foot, 59 by car). Denise
Anderson, Mardi Anderson, John C. W. Bliese (reporter), Margaret Bliese, George Brown,
Marian Brown, Mikel Cary, Alice Heckman (compiler), Jennifer Heckman, Justin Heckman,
Chad Johnson, Beverly Kimball, Kenneth Kimball, Harold Nagel, Linda Price, Robert Price,
Norma Radford, Leonard Silver, Elaine Springer, Joe Springer.
Lincoln, 19 December, the count circle centered on South Codington and A to include
Pioneers Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga
- Text conti/wed on page 17
"1982 Christmas Count," from Nebraska Bird Review (March 1983) 51(1). 
Copyright 1983, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.
Nebraska Bird Review 15
S cotts- North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri-
bluff Platte ney Island coIn state
Great Blue Heron 2 2 3
Gr. White-fronted G. 35
Snow Goose 67,020 127,000
Ross I Goose 2
Canada Goose 215 1,370 65 ~ 106 40
Wood LUck
~reen-winged Teal 8
American Black Duck 5 1
Mallard 348 106 365 ~ 2& 56 ,650 472 175
Mallard X Am. Wigeon 1
Northern Pintail
..!±. 39 7
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall 2
American Wigeon 5 ..Qz. 30
Ring-necked Duck
.J-..
Greater Scaup
...l.
Lesser Scaup 4
Scaup sp. 2
Common Goldeneye 104 27
Hooded Merganser
...1.. 1
Common Merganser 23 11
Ruddy Duck
-Z.
ruck sp. 3
Bald Eagle 1 6 2 2 41 12
adults ( 1) (Jl) (9)
immatures ( 10) ( 3)
undesignated (6) (2) (2)
Eagle sp. 1
Northern Harti er 2 13 2 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 4
Cooper I s Hawk 1
Northern'"; oshawk 1
Accipi ter sp.
S wainson I s Hawk 2
Red-tailed Hawk 3 2 12 19 39 46 18
Ferrugi nou s Hawk
.J..
Rough-legged Hawk 3 1i 2
Buteo sp. 9
Golden Eagle 1
American Kestrel 6 21 if 15 15 14 18 12
Merlin 2
Peregrine Falcon
Prairie Falcon
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Scotts- North Kear- Grand 1in- DeSoto Omaha Tri-
bluff Platte ney Island coIn state
Ring-necked Pheasant 3 20 27 90 13 3
Greater Prairie-Chicken - 37
Wild Turkey 6 47
Northern Bobwhite 12 35 8 32 6
Common Snipe
Ring-billed Gull 4 3 5
Herring Gull 5
Rock Dove 69 84 10 166 253 183 200 290
Mourning Dove H 19 ~ 10 26
Eastern Screech-Owl 20 5 4 6
Great Horned Owl 2 5 26 16 15 3
Barred Owl 2 1
Long-eared Owl 19
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1
Belted Kingfisher H J2. 7 6 4
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 18
Red-bellied Woodpecker
-
2 15 60 68 19
Yellow-bell. Sapsucker
-
1
Downy Woodpecker 7 2 12 11 49 106 126 26
Hairy Woodpecker 2 2 4 17 9 18 3
Northern Flicker 40 11 7 29 24 125 95 22
Horned Lark 205 47 28 115 5 379
Blue Jay 16 2 7 1Q. n:: 103 101 72
Pinyon Jay 30
Black-billed Magpie 57 5 6 12-
American Crow 14 46 199 319 205 54 196 120
Black-capped Chickadee 54 5 20 .QQ 240 317 439 46
Tufted Ti tmouse 1 18 5
Red- breas ted Nu thatch 2 1 3 2 4
Whi te-breas"t.Nuthatch 0 U 42 ;S4 105 26
Brown Creeper H 2- 16 H 8 2
Winter \"ren 2
Colden-crowned Kinglet L, II 23 22 17
Eastern Bluebird 2 25 12
Townsend's Solitaire
Arneri can Hohi n 12 338 88 9 66 153 4
Brown Thrasher 1
Cedar Waxwing 116 12 26 13 29 93
Northern Shrike 1
Log;:l'erhead Shrike 3 1
Shrike 51'. 1 1
Europea!1 Starling 637 893 106 771 6,937 3,745 1,722 "19
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Scotts- North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri-
bluff Platte ney Island coIn state
Yellow-rumped Warbler H
Northern Cardinal 15 13 98 1)0 166 64
Rufous-sided Towhee 1 2 5 1
American Tree Sparrow 63 33 7 187 1,556 2,250 616 187
Vesper Sparrow ~
Fox Sparrow 7
Song Sparrow 26 21 19 26
Lincoln's Sparrow 1
Swamp Sparrow 1 4 8
Whi te-throated Sparrow
-
2 7 9
White-crowned Sparrow 7 6
Harris'Sparrow 2 6 5 59 282 32 29 32
Sparrow sp. 11
Dark-eyed Junco 87 54 83 116 1,181 870 690 1,059
Slate-colored (10) (615) (870)
Oregon (77) (3) (5)
undesignated (54) (83) (116) (563) (690) (1,054)
Lapland Longspur 1 150 10
Red-winged Blackbird 63 231 ~ 49 535 171 4
Eastern Meadowlark 98
Western Meadowlark 3 6 20 2
Meadowlark sp. 3 6 28 1) J6
Rusty Blackbird 2 20 3
Brewer's Blackbird 24 10
Common Grackle 5 6 2 2 129
Brown-headed Cowbird 2- 15 1
Blackbird sp. 400 113 2
Purple Finch 1 2 15 83 7
House Finch 97 34 2
Common Redpoll 75
Pine Siskin 31 2 2 2
American Goldfinch 63 89 15 86 610 99 248 1,14
Hous e Sparrow 304 537 741 160 1,551 1,229 1,548 1,353
Species reported 39 40 37 50 63 50 56 50
Addi tional raceS 1 2 1
Hybrids 1
Present but not seen 4 1
Total individuals 2,519 4,074 1,878 4,325 14,483 135,173 134,881 5,313
Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to 1300 feet;
habitat coverage: deciduous creek bottoms 40%, rural farmland 25%, coniferous woods 15%
residential and cemeteries 10%, lakes 5%, city landfill 5%; sunny, up to 50° F. Twenty-seven
observers: George and Irene Alexander, Ann Bleed, Naomi Brill, Cindy and David Cochran,
Bradley Fuehrer, Daryl (compiler) and Margaret Giblin, Everett and Mildred Gross, Craig
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Herzinger, Tom Knott, Bruce Mellberg, Lee Morris, Rosalind Morris, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Mulder,
John and Mable Ott, Cynthia Pemberton, Frances Taylor, Angela and Donald Williams, Pete
Maslowski, Ken Reitan, Sue Richter. Three of the Flickers were reported as Red-shafted and 17
as Yellow-shafted; most of the Purple Finches and both of the Pine Siskins were reported from
feeders; one group of owlers was answered by 4 packs of coyotes.
North Platte, 18 December, the count circle centered on Bicentennial and Philip streets;
elevation around 2810 feet; 8:00 AM. to 5:00 P.M.; 42° to 48°; wind NW 20 to 40 mph. Eight
observers in 30 parties: Howard and Marie Cunningham, Erma Grill, Betty and Louis McEvoy,
Margaret Morton, Howard and Wilma (compiler) Wyman.
Omaha, 18 December, the count circle centered on Offutt AFB Lake, to include Fontenelle
Forest, Lake Manawa Iowa State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the
Platte and Missouri rivers; elevation 985 to 1200 feet; habitat coverage cultivated fields 50%,
woodland 20%, meadows and grassy fields 10%, roadside ditches 10%, rivers and lakes 5%,
residential 2%, parks and cemeteries 3%. Thirty-three observers: Russell Benedict, Tanya Bray,
Graham Chisholm, Kelly Clarke, James Conway, Terry Cox, Jim Ducey, Douglas Fritz, James
Glathar, Ruth Green, Alan Grennon, Betty Grennon, Mary Harberg, Sherry Harvey, Rev.
Thomas Hoffman, Gladys Johnson, Eunice Kawamoto, Joanne Kawamoto, Ray Korpi, Jim and
Sandy Kovanda, David Menke, Stephen Mitten, Ralph Morocco, Wanda Neaderheiser, Babs
and Loren Padelford, Jean Richter, Phil Swanson, Chet Thomas, Priscilla Tubbs, Ray Vodicka,
Rick Wright (compiler). The Black Duck was the first one reported for this count.
Scottsbluff, 18 December, the count circle centered on the bridge over the North Platte River
at S. Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3810 to 5030 feet; 7:00 AM. to 4:00
P.M.; A.M. partly cloudy, P.M. partly cloudy; 20° to 43° F.; wind NW 5 to 35 mph; no snow cover;
fresh water mostly open, wild food crop good. Nine observers, 8 in 4 parties, 1 at feeder. Total
party hours 31.5 (Ion foot, 30.5 by car); total party miles 256 (2 on foot, 254 by car). Dorothy
Adcock, Mary Ann Banghart, Lucile Begelow, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Mary Harvey, Helen
Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Genevieve Nerud.
Tri-state, 30 December, the count circle centered on Mile 566 on the Missouri River
(southeast of Nebraska City), to include Nebraska City and the Missouri River bottoms and
farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest
Missouri down to the Nishnabotna River; 6:00 AM. to 5:00 P.M.; excellent day, but roads icy
from ice storm followed by snow which occurred earlier in the week; 16° to 32° F.; wind SW 0 to 5
mph; snow cover 1 to 6 inches; Fremont Co. drainage ditches and Missouri River open, ponds
frozen. Seven observers in 3 parties. Total party hours 28 (foot 3.5, car 24.5); total party miles
272.5 (3.5 on foot, 269 by car). Observers: Tanya Bray, lone Getscher, Babs Padelford, Tayce
Pedersen, B.J, Rose, Ross Silcock (compiler), Barbara Wilson.
